PREFACE
-------------
Shortly after its reorganization in 1894 as a national body the American Mathematical Society inaugurated the plan of holding, at intervals of two to four years, Colloquia or courses of lectures given by representative members in their special fields. The Seventh Colloquium of the Society was held at Madison, September 10-13,1913.
Before the Society became a national organization, a Colloquium was held at Evanston, in 1893, at which Professor KLEIN, of Gottingen, was the sole speaker.* Then followed:
THE BUFFALO COLLOQUIUM, 1896 (a) Professor MAXIME BOCHER, of Harvard University: Linear
Differential Equations, and Their Applications. This Colloquium has not been published, but several papers appeared at about the time of the Colloquium, in which the author dealt with topics treated in the lectures.f (6) Professor JAMES PIEEPONT, of Yale University: Galois's
Theory of Equations.
Published in the Annals of Mathematics, series 2, volumes 1 and 2 (1900).
THE CAMBKTDGE COLLOQUIUM, 1898
(a) Professor  WILLIAM F.  OSGOOD,  of  Harvard University:
Selected Topics in the Theory of Functions. Published in the Bulletin of the American Mathematical Society, volume 5 (1898), pages 59-87.
* The first edition of this Colloquium was exhausted, and a second'*edition was published by the Society. The title is: The Evanston Colloquium, Lectures on Mathematics; New York, American Mathematical Society, 1911.
t Two of these papers were: "Regular points of linear differential equations of the second order," Harvard University, 1896; " Notes on some points hi the theory of linear differential equations," Armah of Mathematics, voL 12 (1898).